Why Jury Duty Matters!
The jury has a vital and important function in the court process and you are needed to help fulfill this role. Serving on a jury could be the most important duty that you can perform for your Tribes.
What does the Tribal Code say about jury duty?
JURIES. 203 (a) All members of the Tribes of the age of eighteen (18) years or older shall be eligible to serve as jurors in all trials before the Tribal Court, except the following:
(1) Judges of the courts of the Tribes, the Judicial Clerk, Assistant Judicial Clerks, members of the Tribal Council, members of the Tribal Police Department, and Tribal Game Wardens.

(2) Those who have been convicted by a court of the United States or any state of the United States for a felony as a felony defined by the laws of that jurisdiction.

(3) Those who have been convicted by the Tribal Court for an offense under this Code or any other ordinance of the Tribes for which the penalty could have been imprisonment for sixty (60) days or more, whether or not the sentence included such imprisonment, and whether or not the sentence was suspended.

BASIS FOR CONTEMPT. 203 (e) A person summoned to serve as a juror who has not been excused pursuant to any provision of this Code, or by order of court, who fails to appear where and when summoned, or who having so appeared absents himself therefrom without the permission of the Tribal Court, or who renders himself unfit to commence or continue his duties as a juror, shall be in contempt of court. In addition to the penalties for contempt of court prescribed by this Code, he/she may be charged by the Tribal Court with any costs incurred by the court and any other persons which resulted from his/her failure to be present or his/her misconduct.
PUNISHMENT. 107 (d) A Judge may punish for contempt by fine or imprisonment or both. Such fine shall not exceed one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) and/or such imprisonment shall not exceed thirty (30) days, plus court costs.
What to expect and what to do if you are selected for jury duty:
•Call the hotline as instructed, it will provide you with dates and times when you may be required to appear
•Appear at the assigned time and dress appropriately for a courtroom setting
•Do not bring your children as they are not allowed in the courtroom and there is no one available to supervise them
•Leave your purse, cell phone, palm pilot etc. in your vehicle, you cannot take them into the courtroom
•Depending on the case, you may have to walk through an electronic detection device
•As you arrive, you will be required to sign in and you will receive a name tag
•The Tribe graciously provides you with a continental type breakfast prior to jury selection
•The Court Recorder will instruct you when to report to the courtroom to start jury selection
•During jury selection, the Court recorder will draw random potential jurors from a box and call out their name or number
•That person then proceeds to the juror box where they will be questioned by the attorneys or individuals in the case
•A determination is then made as to whether that person will serve as a juror
•The judge will provide you with detailed jury instructions if you are selected as a juror
•If you are dismissed, you are free to leave, but should plan to call the jury hotline for your next appearance date
•At the conclusion of the trial, the jury members will be given instructions and sent to the Jury Room to decide the case
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