Colorado River Ind1an Trlbes React
To Announcements Regarding
Declining Water Levels At Lakes
Powell And Mead

(PARKER, ARIZ.) The Bureau of Reclamation announced on August
16 that Lakes Powell and Mead are continuing to decline, and the
Lower Basin will be in a Tier 2 shortage below elevation 1050 in 2023.
As Commissioner Touton said, all of us must work together as part-
ners to protect the Colorado River.

The Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) is in discussions to make
water available for system conservation in 2023 and have provided
Reclamation and Arizona with our fallowing plan. CRIT is also devel-
oping a multiyear farming and fallowing plan that includes additional
conservation measures to be implemented in 2023 and many years
after.

CRIT appreciates the efforts of Senator Sinema to obtain additional
funding for conservation in the Inflation Reduction Act, the actions of
Congressman Grijalva to pass the CRIT Water Resiliency Act in the
House, and Senator Kelly’s continuing effort to push for enactment of
the CRIT Resiliency Act in the Senate. These actions will permit CRIT
to increase its water conservation on the reservation and to be able to
make more water available for off-reservation use, increasing the
water resiliency for others in the State of Arizona.
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After listening to the Reclamation briefing, Chalrwoman Flores com-
mented, “We recognize that the decades-long drought has reduced the
water availability for all of us in the Basin. We continue to conserve
water and develop ways to use less water as we adjust to higher tem-
peratures, more wind, and less precipitation. Our ancestors lived
through droughts and floods before the settlers arrived and built the
dams on the Colorado River. We are a resilient people at CRIT and
bring this attitude to how we live and our efforts to protect the life of
the River that is our namesake.”

CRIT has fallowed land since 2016 for system conservation and has
contributed over 200,000 acre-feet to Lake Mead, raising its elevation
by more than three feet, and plans to increase its annual contribution
in 2023.

See Bureau of Reclamation’s announcement on Page 2.@
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Interior Department
1 | Announces Actions
to Protect Colorado
j River System, Sets
i2023 Operating
__ | Conditions for Lake
B | Powell and Lake
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Date: Tuesday, August |6, 2022

| Contact: Interior_Press@ios doigov
WASHINGTON — As the
J 4 worsening drought crisis con-

#

| tinues to impact communities
across the West, the
iy { Department of the Interior
Pl e e ] today announced urgent
action to improve and protect the long-term sustainability of the Colorado River
System, including commitments for continued engagement with impacted states and
Tribes. The Bureau of Reclamation also released the Colorado River Basin August
2022 24-Month Study, which sets the annual operations for Lake Powell and Lake
Mead in 2023 in light of critically low reservoir conditions.
Prolonged drought and low runoff conditions accelerated by climate change have
led to historically low water levels in Lakes Powell and Mead. Over the last two
decades, Department leaders have engaged with Colorado River Basin partners on
various drought response operations. However, given that water levels continue to
decline, additional action is needed to protect the System.
In addition to the actions being announced today, the Biden-Harris administration is
making unprecedented investments in drought resilience and water management.
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law makes a historic $8.3 billion invest-
ment to address water and drought challenges and invest in our nation’s western
water and power infrastructure, while rebuilding our existing projects to withstand
a changing hydrology. Additionally, the recently passed Inflation Reduction Act
includes $4 billion in funding specifically for water management and conservation
efforts in the Colorado River Basin and other areas experiencing similar levels of
drought.
“The worsening drought crisis impacting the Colorado River Basin is driven by the
effects of climate change, including extreme heat and low precipitation. In turn,
severe drought conditions exacerbate wildfire risk and ecosystems disruption,
increasing the stress on communities and our landscapes,” said Deputy Secretary
Tommy Beaudreau. “The Biden-Harris administration is taking an all-of-govern-
ment approach to mitigating the drought, and the Interior Department is committed
to using every resource available to conserve water and ensure that irrigators, Tribes
and adjoining communities receive adequate assistance and support to build
resilient communities and protect our water supplies.”
“Every sector in every state has a responsibility to ensure that water is used with
maximum efficiency. In order to avoid a catastrophic collapse of the Colorado River
System and a future of uncertainty and conflict, water use in the Basin must be
reduced,” said Assistant Secretary for Water and Science Tanya Trujillo. “The
Interior Department is employing prompt and responsive actions and investments
to ensure the entire Colorado River Basin can function and support all who rely on
it. We are grateful for the hardworking public servants who have dedicated their
lives to this work, and who are passionate about the long-term sustainability of Basin
states, Tribes, and communities.”
“The solution to our challenges relies on the bedrock of a century of collaboration
and partnership in the Colorado River Basin. But as water stewards, it is our respon-
sibility to protect the system and the millions of Americans who depend on it. Today,
Reclamation starts the process on actions we can take to deliver on those responsi-
bilities,” said Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton.
“Reclamation remains fully committed to working in a consensus manner across the
Upper and Lower Basins, with Tribes, and with the country of Mexico. I am confi-
dent that, by working together, we can achieve meaningful change toward a sustain-
able future for the river that serves as the lifeblood of the American West.”
2023 Operations of Lake Powell and Lake Mead
Given the 23-year ongoing historic drought and low runoff conditions in the
Colorado River Basin, downstream releases from Glen Canyon and Hoover Dams -
which created Lakes Powell and Mead - will be reduced again in 2023 due to declin-
ing reservoir levels. In the Lower Basin, the reductions represent the second year of
additional shortage declarations, demonstrating the severity of the drought and crit-
ically low reservoir conditions.
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The key determinations from the August 2022 24-Month Study include:

* Lake Powell will operate in the Lower Elevation Balancing Tier in water year 2023
(Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023). The 24-Month Study projects Lake Powell’s Jan.
1, 2023, water surface elevation to be 3,521.84 feet - 178 feet below full pool (3,700
feet) and 32 feet above minimum power pool (3,490 feet). The August 24-Month
Study projects that Lake Powell will likely release 7 million acre-feet in water year
2023 with the potential for Powell releases to range between 7 to 9.5 maf during
water year 2023, depending on hydrologic conditions, as Lake Powell and Lake
Mead balance storage contents under the Lower Elevation Balancing Tier.

¢The Department will evaluate hydrologic conditions in April 2023 and will imple-
ment the Interim Guidelines Section 7.D by limiting water year 2023 releases (with a
minimum of 7.0 maf) to protect Lake Powell from declining below 3,525 feet at the
end of December 2023.

¢Lake Mead will operate in its first-ever Level 2a Shortage Condition in calendar
year 2023 (Jan. 1, 2023, through Dec, 31, 2023). The August 24-Month Study projects
Lake Mead's Jan. 1, 2023, operating determination elevation to be 1,047.61 feet,
which is calculated by taking Lake Mead's projected end of calendar year 2022 phys-
ical elevation (1,040.78 feet) and adding the 480,000 acre-feet of water held back in
Lake Powell to Lake Mead's capacity to maintain operational neutrality. The project-
ed elevation of 1,047.61 feet reflects a Level 2a Shortage Condition, within the DCP
elevation band of 1,045 and 1,050 feet, with required shortage reductions and water
savings contribution for the Lower Basin States and Mexico, pursuant to Minute 323,
as follows:

* Arizona: 592,000 acre-feet, which is approximately 21% of the state’s annual appor-
tionment. *Nevada: 25,000 acre-feet, which is 8% of the state’s annual apportion-
ment. *Mexico: 104,000 acre-feet, which is approximately 7% of the country’s annual
allotment. *There is no required water savings contribution for California in 2023
under this operating condition.

In May 2022, drought operations to protect Lake Powell were implemented under
the Upper Basin Drought Response Operations Agreement, and Glen Canyon Dam
releases were reduced under the 2007 Interim Guidelines, which together provided
approximately 1 million acre-feet of additional water to help protect water levels at
Lake Powell. Building on these important responsive actions, Reclamation will begin
efforts to modify low reservoir operations at both Lake Powell and Lake Mead to be
prepared to reduce releases from these reservoirs in 2024 to address continued
drought and low runoff conditions in the Basin.

Reclamation will continue to implement the applicable provisions of the 2007 Colorado
River Interim Guidelines for Lower Basin Shortages and coordinated operations for both
reservoirs: Minute 323 to the 1944 U.S. Mexico Water Treaty; and the 2019 Drought
Contingency Plans.

Call for Basin-Wide Conservation

In recent months, Reclamation has shared updated information documenting the increas-
ing risks that will continue to impact Lake Powell and Lake Mead. Reclamation’s
“Protection Volume Analysis” details that, depending on future snowpack and runoff, a
range of actions will be needed to stabilize elevations at Lake Powell and Lake Mead over
the next four years (2023-2026). The analysis shows, depending on Lake Powell’s inflow,
that the additional water or conservation needed ranges from 600,000 acre-feet to 4.2 maf
annually.

In June 2022, Commissioner Touton testified before the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources and called on water users across the Basin to take actions to pre-
vent the reservoirs from falling to critically low elevations that would threaten water
deliveries and power production. Reclamation is using the best available science and
actively collaborating with water users across the Basin to determine the best ways to
meet this increased conservation need.

Accordingly, in addition to undertaking preliminary work to develop the post-2026
strategies and operations, as several reservoir and water management decision docu-
ments expire at the end of 2026, Reclamation will immediately initiate a number of
administrative actions in the Basin.

In the Upper Basin, Reclamation will: *Take administrative actions needed to authorize
a reduction of Glen Canyon Dam releases below 7 million acre-feet per year, if needed,
to protect critical infrastructure at Glen Canyon Dam. *Accelerate ongoing maintenance
actions and studies to determine and enhance projected reliability of the use of the river
outlet works, commonly referred to as the bypass tubes, at Glen Canyon Dam for extend-
ed periods. *Support technical studies to ascertain if physical modifications can be made
to Glen Canyon Dam to allow water to be pumped or released from below currently
identified critical and dead pool elevations. *Continue to work with the Basin states,
Basin Tribes, stakeholders and partners to be prepared to implement additional substan-
tial releases from Upper Basin Reservoirs to help enhance reservoir elevations at Lake
Powell under the Drought Contingency Plan’s Drought Response Operations
Agreement. *Invest in system conservation and voluntary agreements. *Consider other
operational actions to establish flexibility in Upper Basin operations at Reclamation facil-
ities.

In the Lower Basin, Reclamation will: *Take administrative actions needed to further
define reservoir operations at Lake Mead, including shortage operations at elevations
below 1,025 feet to reduce the risk of Lake Mead declining to critically low elevations.

e Prioritize and prepare for additional administrative initiatives that would ensure max-
imum efficient and beneficial use of urban and agricultural water, and address evapora-
tion, seepage and other system losses in the Lower Basin. * Support technical studies to
ascertain if physical modifications can be made to Hoover Dam to allow water to be
pumped/released from elevations below currently identified dead pool elevations.
*Invest in system conservation and voluntary agreements. *Consider other operational
actions to establish flexibility in Lower Basin operations at Reclamation facilities.

The Department’s approach will continue to seek consensus support and will be based
on a continued commitment to engage with partners across the Basin states, Tribes and
the country of Mexico to ensure all communities that rely on the Colorado River will pro-
vide contributions toward the solutions.
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CRIT attends Native American
Journalist Association National

Native Media Conference

(PHOENIX) — The Native American Journalists Association this past weekend host-
ed the National Native Media Conference at the Hyatt Regency Phoenix. Special
events and programs were also hosted at the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism
and Mass Communication at Arizona State University which included an Associated
Press Panel on Tribal Water Rights.

CRIT Chairwoman Amelia Flores and CRIT Attorney General Rebecca Loudbear
addressed an Associated Press Panel on Tribal Water Rights on August 26, 2022.
Their message to this distinguished group of journalists was that CRIT’s water rights
represent a battle to expand sovereignty over their natural resources.

The Native American Journalists Association facilitated conference room program
sessions such as the one Chairwoman Flores attended, as well as program sessions
about best practices in indigenous media, training and workshops to support and

PEEPOSH BIRDSINGERS & DANCERS

NATIONAL NATIVE MEDIA CONFERENCE
OPENING RECEPTION

enhance the knowledge and skills of native media directors and journalists. The con-
ference program featured Indigenous media professional development and
addressed evolving COVID-19 coverage and best practices through training and
workshops to support native journalists covering indigenous communities.
According to their conference mission: NAJA, now based on the campus of the
University of Oklahoma in Norman, has a unique and challenging mission. Its pri-
mary goal is to lift up Native voices in all platforms of media, and work with our col-
leagues across the media industry to ensure accurate and contextual reporting about
Native people and communities. The work of the association addresses Native
media and encompasses a wide range of issues affecting the survival and the devel-
opment of Native journalists and tribal media.

Native leaders have been long aware of the importance of the media to Native com-
munities. Since the establishment of The Cherokee Phoenix, the nation’s first bilin-
gual Native newspaper first published 1828, there have been continuous efforts by
tribal people to address the news and information needs of Native communities.
Only in recent times, with the advent of modern communications technology, have
the Native media progressed from a local and regional focus to a national and inter-
national scope to meet the communication needs of Native people. Out of this histo-
ry came the influences, philosophy and unique Native experience that gave rise to
the Native American Journalists Association.

When a conference embraces cultural diversity locally, it leads as an example that
goes far beyond recognizing and tolerating cultural differences in the Indigenous
and non-Indigenous communities and within our Indigenous people - it calls for
respect for diversity. It shows a commitment to communicating and encouraging
relationships with people from all cultures. Congratulations to the Pee Poshy Bird
Singers and Dancers. They provided the entertainment for the 2022 National Native
Media Conference opening reception. (CRIT MMsgr./Mike Scerbo-Facebook Post)

N-Drip” Gravit
Micro-Irri

Precise irrigat
by gravity

would consume roughly 8.5-9 acre-feet of water in a year per acre.

The N-Drip system utilizes drip technology and only uses water when and where the
plant needs it. This type of precise irrigation reduces consumptive use by approxi-
mately 48%.

CRIT is actively sking
alternative water conservation
solutions to flooding irrigation

(CRIT FARMS, COLORADO RIVER INDIAN RESERVATION) —-On Friday, September 2, 2022,
CRIT Media was on-site for a presentation by N-Drip - a micro irrigation solutions
company.CRIT Farms General Manager Joshua Moore told CRIT Media that CRIT
Farms has engaged with a partner called N-Drip to utilize a gravity micro-drip irri-
gation product on various cotton crops. He explained that a typical yield of cotton

Moore pointed out that the field of cotton on display has used
less than four acre-feet of water to date, and it would have used
8 or 9 using previous methods - a significant water saving. He
continued to explain thata USDA grant covers the cost of instal-
lation on CRIT Farms and that the system will hopefully expand
by 1600 acres to other area farms.
Currently, CRIT has 600 acres of micro irrigation installed.More
information on this exciting new technology will be in a Special CRIT Farms edi-
E tion in the next Manataba Messenger. Photo left: CRIT Chairwoman Amelia
Flores, Vice-Chairman Dwight Lomayesva, and Councilman Bobby Page, both farmers, were on-site to
witness the N-Drip presentation and share their support for this new and efficient technology. Photo right:
CRIT Farms Manager Josh Moore. (Photos FB post written by: Dusty Wooddell for CRIT Media).




The U.S. Department of Transportation has set aside $25 million to
help reconstruct Mohave Road on the CRIT Reservation

(CRIT Reservation) —The Colorado River Indian Tribes has been awarded $25 million to help rebuild Mohave Road on the CRIT Reservation. Chairwoman Amelia Flores
joined City, State, and Tribal dignitaries for a press conference where U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigiegand and Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego
announced the funding on Aug. 11 at the Rio Salado Audubon Center.

The funding is a result of the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant that the CRIT Planning Department submitted as part of
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. This funding will reconstruct Mohave Road from State Route 95 south to Agnes Wilson Road for a length of approximately 10.5 miles
(from milepost 39.4 to 28.9), including asphalt pavement and shoulders, intersection turn lane improvements, street lighting, signage, striping and construction administra-
tion costs.

Across Indian Country, tribal members are demanding clean air and water, broader choices in housing and transportation, and a louder voice in the future of their com-
munities. The CRIT Planning Department is responsible for ensuring effective long-term management of CRIT resources by applying comprehensive planning strategies,
coordination, and infrastructure development, including planning, programming, engineering and design, construction, and more. Thank you to the CRIT Planning depart-
ment’s commitment to seek funding to deliver projects and infrastructure for our tribal membership and help make our lives better. The CRIT Planning department is led
by CRIT Planning Director Mr. Marty Pretends Eagle with Assistant CRIT Planner Jesse Garza. Photos of the event provided by Mike Scerbo.

There are 5.2 million Native Americans whose ancestors called f[ 57 YEARS AND
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